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TO THOSE WHO DESIRE GOOD SCHOOL LAWS. 



NOTICE. 

Tl>e undersigned were appointed a comnriittee by tlie State 
Board of Education, at its recent session in this city, for the 
purpose of revising our present school laws, and to pref>are 
them for tlie consideration of our next Legislature. 

It is the earnest desire of said committee to prepare such a 
law as will, in every feature, if possible, meet the require- 
ments and approbation of our citizens; and to this end they 
resi>ectfully ask the co-operation of alt who can, or Itave the 
inclinatiou so to do, to correspond freely with either of the 
undersigned, in relation to suggestions or amendments to, or 
a:dditions or erasures from our present school laws, including, 
if possible, the reasons for such suggestions, etc. 

[Signed] J. C. CORBIN, Little Eock; 

M. A.COHN, Little Rock; 
A. W. BISHOr, Fayetteville, 

Committee. 
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PEOOEEDINGS 



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 



Little Rock, January 12. 1874. 

The State Board of Education met this day, at 3 o'clock 
P.M., at the office of the State Siiperintendent of Public In- 
etr'aetion. 

There were present Hon. J. C. Corbin, Preaideot of the- 
Board, and Meaars. Bennett, Young, Searle, Millen and 
Cohn. 

Absent — Mesers. Prather, Botefohr, Naylor, Bishop and 
Clayton. 

Xo quorum being in attendance, 

On motion of Judge John E. Bennett, the Board adjourned 
till 3 o'clock P.M. on to-morrow. 



Little Rock, January 13, 1874. 

The State Board of Education met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, and, 

As on yesterday, no quorum appearing, 

On motion, the Board adjourned till 3 o'clock p.m. on to- 
morrow. 



« STATE BOAKD OF EDUCATION. 

Little Rock, January 14, 1874. 

The State Board of Education met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 

Present — Hen. J. C. Corbin, President of the Board, and 
Messrs. John E. Bennett, M. A. Colin, P. II, Young, A. S. 
Prather, A..W". Bishop, E. J. Searle, H. A. Milieu and John 
M. Clayton. 

Absent — Messrs. H. C. C. Botefubr and K. F. Naylor. 

A quorum being present. 

On motion of Gen. A. W. Bishop, the Board proceeded to 
the election of a Secretary, 

Mr. M. A. Cohn being nominated, and no further nomina- 
tions being made, said Mr. Cohn was chosen Secretary of the 
Board, by acclamation, for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meetings were read and ap- 
proved. ■« 

On motion of Mr. Cohn, the President of the Board was 
requested to appoint the following standing committees for 
the ensuing year, consisting of three niembere ciicii, viz.: 

Committee on Ways and Means. 

Committee on Text-Books, Blanks and Porms. 

Committee on Construction of School Laws and liules and 
Regulations. 

In compliance with the above request, the President ap- 
pointed the following niembei-s to serve ou said committees, 
to-wit : 

Ways and Means — Messrs. Milieu, Young and Prather. 

Text-Books, etc. — Messrs, Bennett, Clayton and Colin. 

■Construction of School Law — Messrs. Searle, Bennett and 
Bishop. , 

On motion of Mr. Clayton, section 58 of the school law was 
referred to the Committee on Construction of School Law for 
their opinion. 

Mr. Bennett moved that a committee, of which the Presi- 
dent of this Board be chairman, be appointed, for the pur- 
pose of procuring all the necessary information, from our' 



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATIOK, 9 

own and other states, in relation to school laws, and to per- 
fect aueh a school law, for the government of our common 
schools, aa in their judgment is required, for tlie considera- 
tion of our next Legislature, and to report their lahoi-s in fnU 
at the next meeting of tins Board after the adjminiraent of 
the present session. 

Said motion was unanimously adopted by the Board, and 
Messrs. Cohn and Bishop were appointed the other menibei-s 
of said committee. 

On motion, the Committee on Text-Books were requested 
to report their recommendations in the matter of text-books 
as early as possible. 

Mr. Oayton offered the following, which was unanimously 
adopted by tlie Board, to-wit : 

Reioleed, by tlie Stale Board of Edntafiou o/ tkt Stale of Arlianaaa, That the 
■cftl hcrctofaro used in the DcpartniPiit uf Public In^tructiun, be and iht EHme 
■a hereby adopted us the seal for the office of the State Superintendent of Public 
InstmctioD. 

Mr. Scarte offered the following, which was unanimously 
adopted by the Board, to-wit: 

ileaolrnl, That the comiiiitteo on atnendirig the scUmil law of tliis ttute l>o 
and the B»mu are hereby required to prepare a memorial for this Board to Von- 
gross, fur endowmenta to national colleges and free common schools; and for 
thii purpoao they will confer with a similar committee of the Board of Truito&t 
of the Arkansas Industrial University. 

Tlie Board adjourned till 3 o'clock p.m. on to-morrow. 



Little Bock, January 15, 1874. 
The State Board of Education met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. 
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Present — Hon, J. C. Corbin, President; Meeere. Bennett,. 
Oohn, Young, Prather, Searle, Bishop and Clayton. 

Absent — Messrs. Botefuhr, Naylor and Millen, 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

Mr. Millen appeared and was recorded as being present. 

The Committee on Text-Books, etc., reported as follows^ 
to-wit: 

To ike Board of Bducntion: 

We, your Comniittee on Test- Books, would respectfully report the following 
list of stftndard teit-booka for the schools of this state, viz.: 

1. A. S. Babkbs Sc Co.'s Indxpendkht Rbaskbs and Spbllsrs. 

2. Bkown's First Lives of Eholisu Gkammas and Institutes, or Swis- 
ton's Lanouaok Lbssoks. 

3. QuACKXNBosi;' Arithmetics. 

4. Barnes' or Scott's Histories o¥ the United States. 

5. GutOT's Series of QKOaBAFHiBS. 

6. Gutot's or CoRNBLi.'a PiiTsicAL Geoobaphibb. 

We would also earnestly reeommed, for schools of the proper grade, the fol- 
lowing list of test-books, viz.: 

1. Boscoe's Elementary Chemihtbi. 

2. Miss Touman':j Fibbt Book in Botany. 

3. Kreuse's Manital of Inventive Drawing. 
i. Lambkrt'i< Series of Parsioi-oaittK. 

5. Ganot's Physics. 

i. GooLD Bkown's Gkamhae op Bnolish Qraumars. 

Also, for the use of common sehools, Wiiliamh & SotrTHERLAND'a Series of 
Patent Copy-Books, in graded numbers from one to seven. 

(Signed) JOHN E. BENNETT, 

JOHN M. CLAYTON, 
M. A. COHN, 

Committee on Teit-Books. 

The above report and all recommendations were unani- 
mously approved by the Board- 
Mr, Cohn presented the following, to-wit: 

I move that, a committee of three be appointed, of which the President is tO' 
a<^t n,s chairman, for the purpose of acting as representatives of this Board at.the- 
next State Teachers' Association meeting in this city. 
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Which was unanimously concurred in, and said committee 
consists of Messrs. Corbin, Searle and Cohn. 

By Judge E, J. Searle, from Committee on Construction of 
School Laws, was presented the following, to-wit: 

We respectfully submit the following report as our opinion in the constfnc- 
tion of section &S of the school lawst 

It is provided in s&id section " that the school tntstees of the ^vcral counties 
in this state shall meet in convention, at the seat of justice, etc., for the purpose 
of selecting, by a majority Tote, a suitable person as county superintendent of 
public instruction," etc. 

Are school directors elected and performing duties under the act approved 
February 4, IBGS, entitled "An act for the better regulation of public schools in 
cities and towns," entitled to the right of being members of said convention, and 
of participating as such in the transaction of the business ns provided in !aid 
section! 

Wc are clearly of opinion that they are. They are clothed substantially with 
the same powers and rights that belong to trustee^ and substantially the same 
dutiet are required of them. In character they are nothing more nor less than 
trustees, though called directors in the act providing for their election, etc. 

This section should be liberally construed in this matter; and so construed, it 
must be taken to include district school officers, whether called trustees or di- 

More clearly will this appear when we remember that the county school 
superintendents have supervision of all the schools of their counties respect- 
ively, whether they be officered by school trustees or directors. This being the 
case, the directors have a right to a voice in their election to the extent of their 
number. 

(Signed) E. J. SEARLE, 

A. W. BISHOP, 
JOHN E. BENNETT. 

Said report was unanimously concurred in by the Board. 

On motion, section 16 of school laws was referred to the 
Committee on Construction of School Law, 

On motion of Mr. Cohn, the several counties of the state 
were called in their alphabetical order, for the purpose of 
considering them separately, from reports of the officers 
thereof, as transmitted to the President of the Board, and 
the following status of reports was ascertained, to-wit: 
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[Note. — Af the substance of said repurts will be embodied in that of the 
StHte Superintendent of Public Instruction, this one is confined to the character 
of the reports only.] 



Arkansas Partial. 

AsUlej.- Fair. 

Baxter Partial. 

Bradley None. 

Benton None. 

Boone Nonu. 

Carroll Partial. 

Ciayton None. 

Crawford "Verj- fair 

Calhumi "Very fair 

Columbia 'Very fair 

Chieot 'Very fair 

Clark None, 

(.'rittenden ''Good. 

CriMs None. 

Conway "Fair. 

Craighead "Fair. 

Dallas....: "Fair. 

Drew "Fair. 

De-'ha sp-„ir_ 

Dorsey "Fair, 

Fultun None. 

Faulkner Nonf. 

Franklin None. 

Grant ~ None. 

Greene None. 

Garland None. 

Hempstead None. 

Hot Spring; Partial. 

Howard None. 

Izarii None. 

Independence..- "Fair. 

Jackson •Fair. 

Johnson ...•Fair. 

Jefferson "Fair. 

Lawrence None. 

Lafayette None. 

'Clerically. 
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Lee None. 

Lonoke None. 

Little River Partial. 

Lincoln Partial. 

Madison Partial. 

Marion Partial. 

Miaeisaippi Partial. 

Montgomery None. 

Monroe None. 

Nevada Partial, 

Newton r •Fair. 

Ouachita Partial. 

Poinsett Partial. 

Pope None. 

Phillips •Fair. 

Prairie None, 

Pulaski "Pair. 

Perry 'Fair. 

Polk None. 

Pike None. 

Randolph Partial. 

Sharpe Partial. 

Searcy Partial, 

St. Franoia Partial. 

Saline Partial. 

Scott Partial. 

Sebastian None. 

Sevier Partial. 

Sarber Partial. 

Stone.. Partial. 

Union Partial, 

Van Buren Partial, 

Washington Partial, 

Woodrufl" Partial. 

White •Fair. 

Yeli "Fair. 
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BBCAPITULATION. 

Partial reports 25 

Not reported 3S 

Fair reported (clerically) II 

Very fair and good (clerically) 5 

ToUl 13 

The Board adjourned tilt 3 o'clock p.m, on to-morrow. 



Little Hock, January 16, 1874. 

The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present — 

Hon, J. C. Corhin, President ; 

Messrs. Bennett, Cohn, Young, Prather, Bishop, Searle, 
Millen and Clayton. 

Absent — 

Messrs, Botefuhr and Naylor. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and ap- 
proved. 

- The following report, from the Committee on the Con- 
struction of the School Law, through Judge Searle, was then 
presented, to-wit ; 



Your committee, to whom was referred the question as to whether the county 
school superintendent should participate in the business and proceedings of the 
Convention of Tnisteea, spoken of in section 58 of the school law, and also ae to 
what place such convention, etc., should meet, and also the construction of sec- 
tion 16, b^ leave to make the following report: 

In the absence of any positive provision of law making it their duty or right 
to to do, we are of opinion that the county school superintendents should not 
participate in any manner in such business or proceedings. Tho chief, if not 
the only, business of the convention is to elect a suitable person for county 
superintendent of common BchoolE, and they should be perfectly free, in making 
such selection, from any influence that such oflflcer might havo by virtue of his 
being a member of the convention or participating in its business, if permitted 



^ido. 
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14 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

. The convention provided for in section 58 of the school law ought, ordinarily, 
to convene in the uourt-hoiise of their reepective countteB. 

The minutes of their proceedings should be signed by the President and Sec- 
retArj of the convention, and then forwarded to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction for the State. 

As to the meaning of section 16, we have nothing to say. It is too plain to 

(Signed) E. J. SEABLE, 

A. "W. BISHOP, 
J. E. BENNETT. 

The above report was unanimously approved. 
* Oil motion of Mr. I'rather, the Secretary was authorized to 
have iivf hundred copies of the proceediugs of this Board 
printed in the usual manner.' 

Air. Prather oflered the following, to-wit : 

Hfsolced, That the President of the State Board of Education be authorized 
to issue a circular to each countj superintendent in the state, earnestly ui^ing 
and recommending that such several county superintendents shall hold their 
annual county teachers' institutes, as now required by law, and that a cordial 
invitation be extended to every county superintendent to attend the Stati' 
Teachers' Association meeting, to be held in this city on the first Tuesday in 
May next. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Prather, the President, Hon. J. C. Cor- 
hin, M. A. Cohn and A. S. Prather were chosen ae delegates 
to represent this State in the National Teachers' Association 
meeting, to be held in Detroit in August next. 

The Board adjourned till 3 o'clock p.m. on to-morrow. 



Little Rock, January 17, 1874. 
The Board met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present — 
Hon. J. 0, Corhin, President; 
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Messrs. Bennett, Cohn, Young, Prather, Bishop, Searle 
tfind Clayton. 

Absent — 

Messrs. Botefuhr, Naylor and Millen. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting n'ere read and ap- 
proved. 

The following was introduced by Mr. Prather, to-wit : 

Remlrtd by the State Board of Editeatioii, That tbc President of the State 
Board of Edncat[oii and State Superintendent of Public Instruetion be and he 
is hereby authorized to protura a suitable number of teachers' regislerg for the 
use of the public schools of this state, that shall conform to the requirements of 
ithc school law, and report hia action to the nest meeting of this Board. 

Adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Prather next oflered the following, to-wit : 

Rrmlced, That the thanks of this Board are due, and are hereby tendered, to 
Hon. J. C. (Sorbin, the President of this Board, and to Hon. M. A. Cohn, thp 
.Secretary of this Board, for the uniform and courteoits manner in which they 
liHVQ discharged their several duties during our present session. 

Said resolution was unanimously adopted by the Board. 
The Board, on motion of Judge John E. Bennett, ad- 
journed sine, (lie. 

(Signed) J. C. CORBIN, 

•State Siipt. of PiiMie Instruction and President of Board. 
M. A. CotLH, Secretary Staie Board of Education. 
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NOTICE TO COUNTY SCPERINTENDENTS. 



Office of Supbrintbndint of Public Instroctios, l 
Little Rock, Are^ January 27, 18T4^ ) 

To COCSTY SUPKHISTBNDEHTB : 

Oentlemeii — The following is t, list of standard text books for sehooU of the 
State of Arkansas, readopted by the State Board of Education U its raeeting in 
Januniy, I8T4, viz : 

1. A. S. Bnrnes & Co.'s Indepeodent Readers and Spellers. 

2. Brown's First Lines of English Grammar and Institutes, or Sainton's Lan- 
guage LessoDB. 

3. Qnackenbos' Arithmetics. 

4. Barnes' History of the United States, or Scott's, 

5. Guyst's Series of Geographies. (Guyot's or Cornell's Physical Geography.) 
Also, for common schools, Williams til Sutherland's Graded Patent Copy- 
books, numbering from one to seven. 

The following were also warmly recommended by the Board for ichools of 
the proper grade, via : 

1. Roscoe's Elementary Chemistry. 

2. Miss Youman's First Book in Botany. 

3. Eruse'g Manual of Inventive Drawing. 

4. Lambert's Series af Physiologies. ' ' 

6. Ganot's Physics. 

6. Goold Brown's Grammar of English Grammars. 
Very respectfully, 

J. C. CORBIN, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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THE PEABODY FUND. 



Little Rock, Ark., January 27, 1874. ) 
The foltiiwing iirf! Uic' ruli'.* Hiid ri'<;uliit ions for difitrilniting the proceeds of 
thp fund : 

Duniitiiin^ HIM nut innde tn cnll^ti', acn<lenii<>9, r>T any private, sectarian ur 

For well rusuluted public frei' schools, continued iibout ten monthe of the 
ytiir, and having a rcjjular attendHncp of not less than 

100 pupils, averas'iig *' perwnt., we pay S 300 

ISO pupil*, ilvPrii)£'"E Sf) per cent., we pay *50 

200 pupil*, avcniging 86 piT cent., we pay 600 

2r.O pupils, averaging 8"j per cent^ wf pay BOO 

300 pupils, averaginf;; R5 piir cent., we V^J- 1,000 

III doubtful t.'Hsi'i of nttendanoe, the iivprAf;<! number decldef the question. 
The ainoiint apnmpriiiti'd for larger numberH in cities. can liot be flxcd, b«t must 
depend on circnnisliincci'. The p™plu are to pay for ciirrnit expciisBS at least 
twice, and u-ually three time-, iis miieli as tliey r.'i'eivp from the fund, and to 
b<-ar all Ihe expen^ea of en^ling iiiid rcjiairinji; nnd furuUhing sehool-lmuseB. 
They are to i!;rad'! their scllifili^ and prc)vide a tcaclier for every fifty pupils. It 
is rceommendiil tllSt ii|)plication>( for iDisistance he uiade througli tJiu Su]>erin' 
timdcnt of ca'h Stnt<', iieiir tin' bi'frlTiiiini^ of th'" schnul year. No claim for a 
share of llic fund i:,\\ he admi(ti"l wliiie ii special e.intrnct hiii not been pre- 
viously made. 

For coh-rcd seh..ols two-(l,{r.is of the above nam'-<i are, for reasons already 
given, paid at pri'tcnt. lo all other re-pecti the r.'suhitlons urc Ihe i^ine as for 
white acho'i!'. The nunilier of pupils re'|iiire<l ajijilii s to each class of scbooli 
sepnratdy. This Is neiTS'iirv, In older thn: thi> aidiools may he properly graded. 

The avowL'd ol.j.'ct and pu.;".s.- of Ihe Hi.ard ..f Tru-ti'CS of the Peabody 
Ktlucalion Fund is "to slr-.n-tlien (he Sl.ile ^y>\.-iu" of public selieoN by ren- 
deriuK them siip.Ti..- lo private s.'lio-ls. The :d.ov<i riilii are slricHy adhered 
to, and applicants for aid must show eonflusively that thr. school in whoso be- 
half nppllealion i.-, in all ru:.peet=, of the clas< described ther-in. The mider- 
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signed will take pleasure, upon sui^h showing being made, in mnlcing tlie nt 
rary recommendation to the agent of the Peabody Education Fund, but will 
undertake to hold a lengtlij eorreapondence with parties whose appiicationi 
not in accordance with the above requirements. 

J. C. COKBIS, 
Ssperin ten dent of Public Inatructi'i 
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